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CONCLUSION TO SYMPOSIUM
Horizons for Interdisciplinary Eco-Research
By Glen Phillips
Symposium participants, you have been feasting today on words and images (as well as great
food, provided by the Campus catering services) but now we have come to the end of a unique
event. Western Australia is one third of the driest (and flattest) of the continents yet the amazing
plants of this older than the ‘Old World’ place have found such extraordinary ways to adapt that
just north of Perth and then again on our south coast in the Fitzgerald National Park, we have
some of the greatest biodiversity in the world. The International Centre for Landscape and
Language was set up to the greater glory of inter-disciplinarity, another kind of biodiversity! So it
is fitting that today we have had such an enormous range of topics and genres represented. I
particularly want to thank Professor Barbara York Main for her paper on ‘Interactions of Water,
Plants and Ground-dwelling Fauna’ and our concluding speaker, Dr Armstrong, who so ably
reminded us of Darwin’s conclusions about the diversification of species. But we have had papers
on visual art, geography, wetlands biology, seaweed in public baths, psychogeography of wetlands
and geography. We have had a number of poems presented and a book of poetry launched. The
horizons for interdisciplinary eco-research are wide indeed and we hope to explore more of them
in subsequent symposia in the coming year. Thank you all once again and I leave you with these
words of Tim Flannery from The Future Seekers: “I hope that Australians one and all will begin to
ask the right questions. For this is the first necessarily wobbly step on the road to discovering
what it means to be custodians of the wonderful and enigmatic ‘new’ lands.”
Honorary Professor Glen Phillips,
Director International Centre for Landscape and Language, November, 2009.
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